
Providing opportunities for learning and success”

Middle Vikes  News
Calendar Highlights,  A new way to schedule Parent / Teacher Conferences,  Fall ACT, 
Spring M-STEP Assessment, 8th graders taking the PSAT, Viking Actions for Success, 
More Fall Athletics at LMS, School Improvement Goals, AR Reading Program  all in 

2020-2021 school year.  

Even though things may look a bit different, the school year has geared up with academic, social, and 
athletic events in full swing.   Information in this month’s newsletter will help clarify some issues that 
have changed due to COVID -19.  The topics in the newsletter hopefully will help plan for the days 
and months ahead.

Your feedback is always welcome and appreciated.  Phone calls and emails are efficient methods to 
open the doors of  communication.  We also are very glad to schedule meetings to better focus 
programming to help students or better understand school goals and policies.  I can be reached by 
email at rowlandk@lakewoodps.org  Thanks for all you do to make learning meaningful and 
appreciated for your son / daughter.  Happy October to all!

Kellie Rowland
Principal

CALENDAR

HIGHLIGHTS
October 2                             
VAS Exuberant recognition. 

October 5                               
Picture Day for all students, Face 
to Face and Remote Learners.

October 7                         
Count Day

October 7                         
Count Day

October 16                                
All 5th and 7th grade students 
will  be administered the Vision 
Screening Test.  Face to Face 
screening  will be 7:30-12: 00 
noon   Remote Learners are 
welcome to attend between that 
same time slot.     

October 21                                
HALF DAY OF SCHOOL- 
BUSSES LEAVE THE MIDDLE 
SCHOOL  AT 10:41 AM    
Inservice afternoon for all middle 
school teachers

October 21  Orientation for 
students moving from remote 
learning to face-to-face 
instruction. at LMS 1:00-2:15                               

October 30                                
NO SCHOOL- Professional 
Development for all middle school 
teachers.
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LAKEWOOD MIDDLE SCHOOL 

PARENT / TEACHER CONFERENCES

Phone conversations initiated by the teacher will be honored with your 

sign up for a personal choice of  time on Genius Sign Up which will be 

released soon.

Students attend 1/2 day of  School on Thursday, November 5th and 

Friday, November 6th from 7:27-10:41 a.m.

You may choice or need to sign up for only 1 or maybe all 5 teachers.  First come 

first serve for each individual teacher on Genius Sign-Up.  The availability varies 

from teacher to teacher allowing times to fluctuate allowing more choices for 

parents.  

  CHANGE IN THE DISTRICT 2020-2021 SCHEDULE
On October 12, 2020 the Lakewood School Board approved a change to the Lakewood 
Public School District calendar to include 4 new additional half days.

Lakewood Middle School students will attend school from 7:27 a.m. - 10:41 a.m. on these  
additional half days.  

The four additional half days HAVE BEEN ADDED TO THE CURRENT CALENDAR.
Wednesday 10/21
Wednesday 11/11
Wednesday 12/9
Wednesday 1/13

mailto:rowlandk@lakewoodps.org
mailto:rowlandk@lakewoodps.org
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TESTING SCHEDULE 
 Spring 2020 

     Michigan offers all state assessments in grades 5-8 in 
the spring.   Students will be tested on content standards 
learned in the current school year. All students will test in 
Math and Reading, however  the state assessments in the 
spring will also test students in grades 5 and 8 in science 
and social studies.    
     English language arts assessment will continue to 
consist of  reading and writing in each grade 5-8 with a 
mathematic assessment in grades 5-8.  Once again, 8th 
graders will be administered the PSAT national 
standardized test as for the state assessment in ELA and 
Math.  
     Lakewood Middle School also administered the ACT 
Explore to all of  our 5th, 6th, 7th, and 8th graders to 
provide another piece of  student data for teachers to better 
prepare each of  them for college or a post education 
choice.  The goal is to gather the best data possible to 
continue to provide the needed academic and education for 
every individual. 

The Spring M-STEP testing schedule is 
5th and 8th grade: April13 - May 8, 2021
8th graders test date for PSAT IS APRIL 14, 2021
6th and 7th grade: April 27- May 22, 2021

Please do everything you can not to interfere with your students’ 
testing schedule.  But for now continue to support your student to do 
their best each and every day in school or in the remote learning 
platform.  Completing the daily assignments is necessary for 
academic success and educational growth.

Viking Actions for Success

Lakewood Middle School adopted a student centered focus on 

character traits that are used by successful individuals in 

working with other people and interacting in positive, 

productive ways.  Each month a new trait is identified.  

Members of  each grade will be recognized at the end of  the 

month as representatives of  all students who successfully used 

the trait throughout the school.  

The focus character traits for this year include:

September Exuberant	 	 October     Attentive

November  Patient	 	 December   Considerate

January     Energetic	 	 February     Optimistic

March        Trustworthy		 April   	        Courageous

May          Affable

September Honorees for Exuberant

5th GRADE- Charlie Dykhouse, Kendall Bond, Lydia 
Boucher, Oliver Johnson
6th GRADE- Tessa Carnahan, Mitchell Fortier, Riley 
Burgess, Slayden Luna
7th GRADE- Xavier Rischow, Grace Upright, Ian Cole, 
Aubrey Zinn
8th GRADE-Victor Wright, Ellie Benham, Jaiden 
Gillons, Joel Simon

Physical Education Classes

Dear Parents & Students:

Please remember to have your child bring in your doctor’s slip stating the reason(s) for not being able to participate in class activities.  This is 

the only way to be exempt from class activities or a sports report.  I will need the START and END dates for each reason/injury.  Parent 

note(s) will be considered, but the student will need to complete a sports report for their daily grade each day they are out of  class.  Thank 

you for your help in this matter, it truly helps with the legalities I must adhere to for these classes.  

Also, with new procedures, please remember that we will be going outside when possible.  That means the student's may need to bring 

warm clothes and different shoes for physical education class! 

Sincerely,

Mrs. Guiles
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Greetings FROM THE ELA Department

     Many of  the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grade language arts students are off  to a great start toward their 1st semester AR reading goal.  
Students are asked to read 30 minutes each day at home in an AR book.   They take an AR quiz when finished with an AR book and 
receive points toward their AR goal.  

      Parent involvement with reading at home can be very beneficial to a child's reading success and continued development.  Ask 
them some questions about what they read after a 'half  hour" session.   What is happening to the characters in your book? Is the plot 
beginning to build suspense?  What do you think will happen next?  Helping your child monitor their AR goal is a key component to 
success and growth in reading during the middle grades.

     Thank you, parents, for all you do to foster a love of  learning and success in school with your children.  

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Lakewood Middle School School Improvement Plan was accepted through Advanc-ED  One component of Advanc-ED requires of all schools in 

Michigan is to maintain a school improvement plan which utilizes achievement data to identify areas where improvement efforts can be directed.  
During the 2020-2021 school year LMS revised our school improvement goals.  Local classroom assessment data, ACT Explore data, and 
NWEA test results were used to identify goal improvement areas.  Strategies and interventions designed to provide classroom support in 

designated content areas will be implemented this year and measured to determine effectiveness in supporting student learning.
Goals for the 2020- 2021 school year in each core content area and career and college prep include;

1. Science
*80% of the 8th grade students will demonstrate at least proficient on the State M-STEP Science assessment in the Spring of 2021. 

2. Math

*All students at Lakewood Middle School students will demonstrate proficiency in reasoning and explaining of mathematical skills processes by 

scoring a proficiency of 70% or higher on a local assessment.

3. English Language Arts

 All students at Lakewood Middle School will become proficient readers by demonstrating reading at grade level or an increase of at least one 

year growth. Lakewood Middle School students will be competent writers by demonstrating 100% growth measured with 5 unassisted writing 

prompts designed by the ELA department.

4. Social Studies

70 % of 8th grade students at Lakewood Middle School will meet or exceed proficiency on the State M-STEP Social Studies assessment and 

70% of students by the end of eighth grade will be able to demonstrate 70% proficiency on a common assessment of economics developed by 

the Lakewood Middle School Social Studies Department by May of 2021.

5. ELECTIVE CLASSES

80% of the Lakewood Middle School students will participate in the Annual Career Day to expose students to different college and post 

graduation opportunities 
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GIRLS VOLLEYBALL
BOYS and GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY 

It is an exciting time for middle school sports.  The middle school is a member of the GLAC league which is the 
same league as the Lakewood High School.  The teams are competing with confidence and they are 
experiencing success. The girls’ volleyball and boys’ / girls’ cross country teams are in the midst of their 
competitive seasons and would love to have you drop by to cheer and encourage their best efforts during 
October;

Volleyball
7th grade Volleyball plays first with the 8th grade to follow

October   5     at  Maple Valley            Away    4:30
October  7     vs. Perry            HOME 4:30
October  12    at Lansing Christian     Away  4:30
October 13    vs. Stockbridge               Home  4:30
October  22    GLAC MS Tourney at Stockbridge      Away  4:30

 Cross  Country
The boys’ race will run first with the girls’ race to follow for the Fall 2020 season.

October  5     vs.  Mason     HOME  4:00      
October 7      at   Maple Valley              Away  4:30
October 12    at   St. Johns              Away  5:00
October 22    Cross Country GLAC Finals   Away  4:30
            at Stockbridge   

            BOYS BASKETBALL TRYOUTS        October 19th and 20th

Tryouts for the 7th and 8th grade Boys’ Basketball teams will be held October 19th and 20th, beginning right after 

school and will end at 4:30.  A marked no later than April 2019 physical must be on file with the middle school 

athletic director and a filled out Health Questionnaire found on MHSAA website or one can be made available for 

you in the Lakewood Middle School Office.  The physical and completed questionnaire MUST be completed to try-

out.  Physical forms are also available in the middle school office. Also, Student athletes should create a Final 

Forms account. If you haven't done so already, please go to the following website and follow the prompts. https://

lakewood-mi.finalforms.com 

Viking Athletic Notes

https://lakewood-mi.finalforms.com/
https://lakewood-mi.finalforms.com/
https://lakewood-mi.finalforms.com/
https://lakewood-mi.finalforms.com/
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Naviga&ng	  The	  Teen	  Years:
Tune	  Into	  Your	  Teen
The	  common	  thread	  among	  teens	  who	  do	  well	  academically	  and	  socially,	  and
they	  stay	  healthy	  and	  drug-‐free,	  is	  that	  they	  have	  a	  close	  rela&onship	  with	  their
parents.	  These	  teens	  report	  that	  their	  parents	  are	  interested	  in	  them,	  in	  what	  they
do	  and	  who	  they	  know.	  They	  feel	  connected	  because	  their	  parents	  listen	  to	  them
and	  take	  &me	  to	  find	  out	  what’s	  going	  on	  in	  their	  world.
Here	  are	  some	  ways	  to	  foster	  a	  close	  rela&onship	  with	  your	  teen:
	  Spend	  &me	  together	  regularly	  doing	  things	  your	  teen	  enjoys.
	  Talk	  openly	  and	  honestly.
	  Use	  posi&ve	  communica&on	  skills,	  especially	  when	  there	  is	  a	  conflict.	  For
example,	  think	  before	  you	  speak	  and	  acknowledge	  your	  teen’s	  point	  of
view	  so	  he	  or	  she	  knows	  you	  are	  listening.
	  Acknowledge	  the	  posi&ve	  quali&es	  and	  behaviors	  of	  your	  teenager.
	  Take	  advantage	  of	  everyday	  &mes	  like	  driving	  your	  teen	  to	  school	  or
watching	  TV	  together	  to	  engage	  with	  your	  teenager.
	  Set	  aside	  a	  special	  &me	  to	  check	  in	  and	  ask	  about	  interest	  and	  ac&vi&es,
find	  out	  what’s	  going	  on	  in	  your	  teen’s	  life.
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HELP	  CHILDREN	  USE	  CELL	  PHONES	  SAFLEY

Is	  your	  child	  coun.ng	  the	  days	  un.l	  he	  or	  she	  is	  permi5ed	  to	  have	  a	  cellphone?	  Or	  are	  you	  already	  nego.a.ng	  
minute	  and	  text	  message	  allowances?	  Whichever	  stage	  you	  may	  be	  in	  with	  your	  child	  these	  .ps	  will	  help	  you	  set	  

rules	  for	  safer	  cell	  phone	  use.

• Establish	  rules	  for	  when	  and	  where	  they	  are	  allowed	  to	  use	  their	  cell	  phone,	  what	  websites	  
they	  can	  visit,	  and	  what	  apps	  they	  can	  download.	  

• Review	  cell	  phone	  records	  for	  any	  unknown	  numbers	  and	  late	  night	  phone	  calls	  and	  texts.

• Remind	  your	  children	  that	  anything	  they	  send	  from	  their	  cell	  phones	  can	  be	  easily	  forwarded	  
and	  shared.	  Discuss	  with	  them	  the	  difference	  between	  private	  and	  public	  informa.on	  and	  
help	  them	  establish	  healthy	  boundaries.

• Talk	  to	  your	  child	  about	  the	  possible	  consequences	  of	  sending	  sexually	  explicit	  or	  provoca.ve	  
images	  or	  text	  messages.

• With	  the	  constant	  connec.vity	  of	  smartphones,	  your	  child	  may	  be	  more	  suscep.ble	  to	  
cyberbullying	  or	  have	  more	  .me	  to	  cyberbully	  others.	  	  Cyberbulling	  is	  the	  use	  of	  technology	  
to	  tease,	  humiliate,	  threaten/and	  or	  harass	  someone.	  If	  this	  happens	  report	  it	  to	  law	  
enforcement.

• Con.nue	  to	  talk	  with	  your	  children	  about	  protec.ng	  themselves	  and	  respec.ng	  others	  when	  
online.

Lakewood Public Schools will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion, height, weight, marital status, or disability in its 
programs or activities.   The following people have been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies:

      Mrs Jody Duits, Curriculum Director                         Mr. Keith Carpenter , LES Principal
   223 East Broadway, Woodland, MI,   48897     (616) 374-8043                 812 Washington Blvd.  Lake Odessa, MI 48849   (616)  374-8842

Any person believing that the Lakewood Public School District or any part of the school organization has inadequately applied the principles and/or regulations of 
(1) title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, (2) title IX of the Education Amendment Act of 1972, (3) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, (4) The Age 
Discrimination Act of 1975, and (5) Title II of the American with Disabilities Act of 1990 may bring forward a complaint, which shall be referred to as a grievance, 
to one of the local Civil Rights Coordinators listed. 


